
 

 

 

 

 

  

California 

Department of Food 

and Agriculture  
 

 

Bee Safe Program 

Legislative Report 



 

BEE SAFE PROGRAM LEGISLATIVE REPORT, April 2022    2 

 

(This page was intentionally left blank.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BEE SAFE PROGRAM LEGISLATIVE REPORT, April 2022    3 

 

Acknowledgements 

Contributors 
This report was prepared by the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Integrated 

Pest Control Branch  

Contributing Authors 
Patricia Bohls, Robert James, Michelle Dennis  

Editors 
Dr. Andrew R. Cline, Nathan Johnson 

Reviewers 
Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation 

Special Acknowledgement 
Alexander Ellyson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BEE SAFE PROGRAM LEGISLATIVE REPORT, April 2022    4 

 

 

(This page was intentionally left blank.) 

 

 

 

  

  



 

BEE SAFE PROGRAM LEGISLATIVE REPORT, April 2022    5 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Acknowledgements ............................................................................................................................ 3 

Contributors .......................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Contributing Authors ....................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Editors ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Reviewers ............................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Acknowledgements ........................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Executive Summary ............................................................................................................................. 6 

Introduction .......................................................................................................................................... 9 

Chapter 1:  Registration fees ............................................................................................................ 10 

Chapter 2: Pest and Theft Issues ...................................................................................................... 14 

Pressure is on California beekeepers and pollinators ................................................................................. 14 

Pests ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 15 

Theft ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 15 

Chapter 3:  State Costs and Obligation ......................................................................................... 16 

Training and Coordination ......................................................................................................................................... 16 

Colony Loss and Fiscal Impact to Beekeepers ............................................................................................... 16 

Public Health is at stake ............................................................................................................................................... 17 

Chapter 4:  Centralized Tracking & Online Revenue .................................................................... 18 

BeeWhere System: .......................................................................................................................................................... 18 

Program Modifications ................................................................................................................................................. 19 

Conclusion .......................................................................................................................................... 20 

Acronyms and Abbreviations .......................................................................................................... 21 

 

  



 

BEE SAFE PROGRAM LEGISLATIVE REPORT, April 2022    6 

 

Executive Summary 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture's (CDFA) Bee Safe Program 

works closely with County Agricultural Commissioners to facilitate funding for 

regulatory and training activities that protect the state’s pollinators, beekeepers, 

and the apiary industry. 

The Budget Act of 2018 (SB 840, Chapter 29) requires CDFA provide a report to 

the Senate Budget Subcommittee No. 2 and the Assembly Budget 

Subcommittee No. 3 by January 10, 2021, on the Bee Safe Program’s (Program) 

progress.  In January 2021, an additional year of funding was granted, extending 

the report deadline to 2022.  This report shall include all of the following:  

1. Annual revenues collected by counties under the current apiary 

registration fee.  

2. County costs to administer the apiary registration program.  

3. Options to align fee revenues with county costs and responsibilities. 

4. The feasibility of imposing a fee on beehives temporarily imported into the 

state for pollination of certain crops. 

In fiscal years 2018-19, 2019-20, and 2020-21, CDFA received a $1.85 million 

appropriation per year from the General Fund to support the Program activities. 

In fiscal year 2021-22, CDFA received $2.1 million one-time General Fund to 

support the following activities: 

• Colony Registration – to support colony location registration for the 

purpose of preventing potential pesticide exposure. 

 

• Colony Strength Assessment and Plant Pest Inspection – to support hive 

inspection for bee diseases; plant pest/noxious weed inspection and 

abatement; and administrative activities. 

 

• Apiary Theft Prevention – to support the consistent enforcement of current 

laws that provide protection against apiary theft by authorizing fines for 

unlawful possession of apiaries or apiary equipment.  

 

• Increase Foraging Opportunities – to provide incentives to landowners for 

forage areas and consider authorizing areas for apiculture on California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife-managed wildlife areas for potential 

foraging.  

Funding for the Program in 2018 revived a regulatory program to enforce 

registration and other requirements in Division 13 of the Food and Agricultural 
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code that had ceased in 1993.  Due to limited institutional knowledge, there were 

inconsistencies in handling of apiary activities across the state. Beekeepers and 

pesticide applicators in most counties had little knowledge of the apiary code 

until establishment of the Program. Additionally, beekeepers were confused 

about apiary markings and apiary brands. Likewise, pesticide applicators had a 

difficult time notifying beekeepers that a pesticide application was imminent.  In 

addition, the county sheriffs and Rural Crime Task force were unable to verify 

rightful property owners when a hive was reported or found stolen.   

Four component aspects are considered in this report.  To effectively support the 

apiary industry, all components need to be addressed:  

1. Registration    3.  Theft 

2. Pest Control    4.  Training and Coordination 

 

In 2018, the Program began addressing these issues and inconsistencies. 

Trainings were held to educate the County Agricultural Commissioners (CAC) on 

apiary laws and proper enforcement.  This required tailored education and 

outreach from the Program and the CAC to bring industry into compliance, with 

much progress being accomplished thus far.   

Beginning in FY 2018-19, 45 counties have 

hired new staff, purchased supplies and 

equipment, and developed apiary programs 

in conjunction with the CDFA apiarist and a 

County Agricultural Commissioner and Sealers 

Association (CACASA) funded county expert.  

Many of the start-up costs associated with 

education and training needed for the 

county workforce and industry to ensure 

compliance may now be reduced.  Table 1 

below depicts the estimated future costs 

needed to support ongoing program 

functions. The values were determined by 

assessing feedback from county 

commissioners and comparing actual 

program costs in these areas over the past 

three years.  

The program is now ready to move into the next phase, which will provide a 

long-term, sustainable, and consistent statewide strategy.  At this point, the 

Program structure will be able to retire many aspects previously allocated to 

Statewide Participation in the 

Bee Safe Program 

Figure 1: Map of California counties that 

have or had contracts with CDFA’s Bee 

Safe Program.  
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new inspector training, program management and outreach and focus on 

direct industry need and request.    

 

Table 1: Proposed multifaceted program funding solution 

 

Funding sources discussed and reviewed include: 

- Annual Beekeeper Registration Fee 

- Out-of-state hive fee 

- Broker Registration fee 

- General Fund 

The proposed fee options described above are not mutually exclusive and a 

combination of them may be utilized to fund the Program.  Based on CDFA’s 

analysis, CDFA proposes to utilize a centralized system to collect an annual 

registration fee from resident, out-of-state beekeepers, and brokers for service-

based county activities while maintaining statewide enforcement consistency 

and oversight of the Program by CDFA.   

 

 

Program 

Component Detail Estimated Cost 

Registration Registration Includes survey for unregistered hives, 

pesticide notifications and data entry $   250,000  

Pest Control Pest Control includes abatement, treatment and pest 

inspection $   150,000 

Theft Theft includes assisting law enforcement and inspection 

for compliance with marking identification on hives $   100,000 

Training & 

Coordination 

CDFA Coordination for statewide consistency with CAC 

enforcement & apiary board, CDFA training & 

certification for new inspectors, plus distribution of funds, 

continued education & outreach to growers and industry $   402,000      

 Total Estimated Program Costs $   902,000 
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Introduction 

In California, apiary industry activities include hobbyists, 

pollination services, honey and beeswax production, queen 

breeders, naturopathy, and apitherapy.  These activities 

benefit California agriculture, the environment, and the 

general public.  Existing state law recognizes the 

importance of both managed honey bees and the 

necessary use of specific pesticides to produce and protect 

California’s broad array of agricultural commodities.  The 

Program is designed to improve the health and survival of 

honey bees by increasing foraging opportunities, reducing 

pesticide exposure, and providing funds for local 

enforcement of existing laws that promote and protect 

California's beekeeping industry. The Program builds upon 

existing partnerships between landowners, beekeepers, 

pesticide applicators, CACs, technical and scientific experts, local, state and 

federal resource agencies, and state and local land managers. This Program is 

critical in protecting biodiversity by mitigating invasive pest and disease 

exposure to all native pollinators.   

The protection of honey bees in California helps 

protect and sustain honey bee populations throughout 

the world.  California houses the largest population of 

queen bees in North America.  Queen bee breeders in 

California produce over one million queen bees a year 

with a value of $16 million. These queens are sent 

throughout the United States and Canada.  The 

Program protects the queen bee breeding and honey 

industry from potential hive pests and prevent 

establishment of colonies with overly aggressive honey 

bee genetics that can threaten agricultural workers and the public.   

The honey producing industry in California is the second largest in the United 

States In 2019, California produced close to 14 million pounds of honey with a 

$25 million value.  California is world renowned as an excellent source of quality, 

artisan honey. Honey is enjoyed by many Americans with the average per 

capita consumption estimated at 1.3 pounds per year.  Apiary products are 

used in cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, food, cleaning supplies and more.  Sales of 

those items often support small businesses including demands from diverse 

ethnic markets.   

Figure 3: Queen Bee 

Figure 2: Honey Bee on 

Sunflower.  
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Chapter 1:  Registration fees 

State law requires all beekeepers in the state to register the location of their hives 

with the County Agricultural Commissioner (CAC). Registration allows for 

mandated pesticide notifications to beekeepers of pesticides toxic to bees. In 

addition, registration allows rapid notification to the industry of disease outbreaks 

such as American foulbrood, which can quickly spread, and cause mass bee die 

off.  Registration is an integral component of an apiary program and directly 

benefits the commercial apiary industry and hobbyist beekeeper.   

The CACs spend their time and resources to engage beekeepers and enforce 

registration requirements.  Combined county costs to administer the apiary 

registration program in FY 2018-19 were $126,000, in FY 2019-20 were $260,000, and 

in FY 2020-21 were $ 142,000.  The current annual registration fee of $10 for resident 

beekeeper authorized by Food and Agriculture Code Section 29044 covers only 

a portion of the cost to administer the registration portion of the Bee Safe Program. 

In addition, a CAC can choose to waive a beekeeper’s registration fee if they 

have nine or fewer colonies. Collected registration fees in FY 2019-20 were 

$11,620. If all registered beekeepers paid their registration fee it would total 

$22,160.  

Table 2: Registered Beekeepers and Collected Fees 

As of June 30, 2020 in BeeWhere* 

Registered Beekeepers Paid Not Paid Waived 

2,216 1,162 606 465 

Fees Generated from Paid Fees Generated if All Registered Paid 

$11,620 $22,160 
   Note: Counties have the authority to waive registration fees for hobbyists with nine or fewer bee colonies (FAC § 29044). 

 

Table 3: Apiary and Beehive Registrations  

Registration Type Calendar 

Year 2018 

Calendar Year 

2019 

Calendar Year 

2020 

(Projected)* 

Beekeepers unknown† 2093 2216 

Apiary locations 155 4,671 12,510 

Beehives 115,967 904,466 1,423,893 

Bee Checks unknown† 6813 14,709 
*Actual numbers as of June 30, 2020 

† Numbers are unknown because this is before the implementation of BeeWhere 

Few professional beekeepers have apiaries in a single county. Most large 

beekeepers have apiaries in several counties and potentially across several 

states. The system is setup such that beekeepers only need to “register” with a 
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single county although they should have their apiaries identified in all counties. 

This is problematic as other counties do not know if the beekeeper has properly 

registered in additional counties. This creates unnecessary confusion and 

additional work for beekeepers and CAC. There is a need for a centralized system, 

and all parties understand the necessity for funding this process.  For many CAC’s 

it would cost more to collect the $10 registration fee than the revenue received. 

This difficulty is further exacerbated because there is no electronic system to 

collect funds. Beekeepers must mail or physically show up at a CAC office to pay 

the fee. Therefore, there is inconsistent collection of the registration fee.  Options 

for a fee to fully cover registration costs have been considered and the most 

feasible and acceptable to industry is to expand and increase the registration fee 

to all California beekeepers, including brokers and hobbyists.   

To solve the registration issue, CDFA proposes to increase fees and establish a 

centralized collection system with an online payment method. Many beekeepers 

have vocalized that they would be more likely to pay the fee if there was an easy 

and effective online option.  Additionally, a central system for collection, will 

reduce administrative costs and increase accountability and easier reporting. 

Although a final fee schedule would need to be adopted in regulation, a sample 

fee schedule, based off a tiered schedule as utilized in the state of Florida is 

presented below. 

Recent technological advances in the industry include an online software system 

called BeeWhere, which was implemented in 2019. The system currently allows 

beekeepers to register online and enhancements to adapt the software to 

accept online payment will be discussed and outlined later in this report.  See 

Chapter 4 for more information about BeeWhere. 

CDFA is engaged in ongoing efforts to encourage beekeepers to register and 

pay their fees and to include out-of-state beekeepers and brokers to pay their 

fair share. 

 Table 4: Tiered and Flat-rate Beekeeper Fee Example  

Number of 

Beehives 

Beekeepers* Tiered Fee† Per Group 

 1-9 950 $25 $23,750 

 10-40 415 $50  $20,750 

 41-200 305 $100 $30,500 

 201-500 210 $150  $31,500  

 501 + 387 $200 $77,400  

Total $ 183,900 
*Beekeeper numbers are based on information from BeeWhere for 2020 
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† Fee amount is based off of Florida’s tiered apiary registration fee 

 

 

Number of 

Beehives 

Beekeepers* Flat-rate 

Fee† 

Range 

based on 

various 

fees 

proposed 

N/A  2,267 $100 $226,700 

N/A 2,267 $150 $340,050 

N/A 2,267 $200 $453,400 

N/A 2,267 $250 $566,750 

Each line represents a total amount based on range of fees 
*Beekeeper numbers are based on information from BeeWhere for 2020 

 

 

Resident beekeepers should not bear the sole financial burden of the Program 

when other beekeepers bring bees into California. Out-of-state beekeepers 

frequently bring additional issues with their hives. Both Border Protection Stations 

and CAC must check these incoming shipments for hitchhiking pests. Once the 

colonies are placed into apiaries within California counties the CAC needs to 

check the apiaries to ensure the beekeepers have properly registered and 

marked the hives/apiaries. This requires additional time and labor for out-of-state 

hives.  

Due to this risk and the difficulty in projecting how many hives a bee broker will 

potentially bring into the state each year, a two-part fee could be considered for 

these entities.  First, a flat-rate broker registration fee, like that required by all 

California beekeepers could be established.  Second, a per-hive fee could be 

assessed to ensure there is a direct relationship to the amount of risk presented by 

the number of hives that are brought into the state.  The registration for brokers is 

currently not within statute, so exploring the new fee category would be needed.  

Similar to the registration fee, hive information and a per-hive fee could be 

collected through enhancements to the BeeWhere software currently in place.  

Table 5: Flat Rate Registration Fee Option for Brokers of Out-of-State Hives for 

Pollination 

Brokers Fee 
Revenue 

Generated  

250*  $ 50  $12,500  
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* The number of brokers that provide pollination services from out-of-state hives has not been tracked.  The number is 

based on estimates from various CACs.  

 

Table 6: Fee Options Based on Fee Per Bee Hive Entering California (FY 2019-20) 

Hives Fee 
Revenue 

Generated  

1,800,000  $ 0.01  $18,000 

1,800,000  $ 0.10  $180,000 

1,800,000  $ 0.25  $450,000 

*1,801,002 is the number of hives using an average of 411 per shipment and 4,382 shipments 
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Chapter 2: Pest and Theft Issues  

Pressure is on California beekeepers and pollinators 
Honey bees are shipped from most of the continental states for pollination 

services in California. This movement causes stress for honey bees and creates a 

melting pot of pest issues in California. Many beekeepers and bee brokers 

transport bees across the country typically from October through February for 

spring pollination activities, beginning with almond flowering season.  

Figure 4: The origin of honey bees shipped to California to pollinate almond trees in 2017 came from all over 

the U.S 

 

The introduction and spread of pests and diseases is greatly amplified when 2/3 

of the nation’s honey bees are shipped to one state. Out-of-state beekeepers 

do not currently share part of the burden when diseased hives are introduced or 

left behind.  

 



 

BEE SAFE PROGRAM LEGISLATIVE REPORT, April 2022    15 

 

Pests  
In the United States, there are an estimated 2.89 million commercial honeybee 

colonies 1 .  The current Program provides funding for the inspection of bee 

colonies when they arrive in California. This helps ensure that hitchhiking pests do 

not enter California. From 2014 to 2019, a total 1,356 actionable pests, 

representing 97 different species, were intercepted on incoming shipments of bee 

colonies at California border protection stations. From the fall of 2018 through the 

spring of 2019, 4,172 bee shipments entered California. Each shipment typically 

contained over 400 bee colonies.  Tracking, inspecting, abating and treating 

these hives has been part of the regulatory challenge and a clear result of 

pressure from out-of-state hives. 

The annual transportation of hundreds of thousands of hives to California presents 

additional challenges. Not only could unwanted honey bee pests and diseases 

enter the state, but also other unwanted hitchhiking pests that could harm 

agricultural commodities and natural ecosystems. The high number of incoming 

honey bee shipments creates a burden on the Border Protection Stations and the 

California Agricultural Commissioners (CAC), which are mandated to inspect 

honey bee shipments to ensure they are free of pests.   

Theft 
Beekeepers are susceptible to loss from hive theft. More than 2,700 hives were 

reported stolen from 2016 to 2017 with a value near $1 million.  Many thefts occur 

during pollination when hives are in great demand and supply is limited.  Thieves 

make a quick cash profit and typically abandon the hives once placed.  

Abandoned apiaries are of concern because they can disrupt a grower’s pest 

management practices, harbor honey bee pests and diseases, or become 

refuges for overly aggressive honey bee colonies that are a public health risk to 

farm workers, animals and children.  Abandoned apiaries are considered a public 

nuisance and present a greater risk to the environment than commercially 

maintained hives.  

 

 

 

1 (USDA, 2017) 
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Chapter 3:  State Costs and 

Obligation 

Training and Coordination 
Although a long-term sustainable funding 

plan will greatly benefit the apiary industry, 

there is additional benefit to the state of 

California in maintaining a minimum staffing 

level to provide a continuity of coordination 

for effective enforcement, training, and 

pest response statewide.  The benefits to 

the state include native pollinator health, a 

safer public interface with agriculture, and a more immediate response to pest 

outbreaks and aggressive bees.  Activities in the Bee Safe Program have both a 

specific industry and a general public benefit; therefore, it is proposed that the 

costs are a shared responsibility.   

Colony Loss and Fiscal Impact to Beekeepers 
Beekeepers need assistance as they are experiencing heavy honey bee colony 

losses with approximately 45% of colonies dying each year.  Honey bee losses and 

their direct impact on agricultural production compound existing concerns 

California is facing with drought, unemployment, and food insecurity.  

  
Figure 6: Bee Informed Partnership’s estimates for annual US managed honey bee losses. 

There are many stressors known to affect colony health. Honey bees exposed to 

pesticides can exhibit both acute lethal and sub-lethal effects, including 

Figure 5: Hands-on Portion of Apiary Training.  
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behavioral and cognitive changes, which can lead to poor colony health and 

loss.  Limited access to adequate nutrition, due in part to habitat fragmentation 

and/or destruction, are also stressors.  Pathogens and parasites have long been 

considered some of the most significant stressors for honey bees2.  They include 

insects, viruses, bacteria, and fungal pathogens.  It is now known that the invasive 

ectoparasitic mite, Varroa destructor, vectors many of these viruses, including: 

Kashmir bee virus, sacbrood virus, acute bee paralysis virus, Israeli acute paralysis 

virus, and deformed wing virus3.  Combined, these factors can reduce the lifespan 

and activities of affected individuals and can lead to colony loss. 

Public Health is at stake 
In addition to the high costs of colony 

losses, the public also needs assurance 

that their health is a priority to the state.  

Since their arrival in the 1990’s Africanized 

honey bees (AHB) have slowly moved 

further north in California. They have 

been found as far north as Napa and 

Sacramento counties. The further south, 

the more likely feral colonies are 

Africanized. In a recent study, up to 28% 

of sampled honey bees (both feral and 

managed colonies) were Africanized in 

Santa Barbara 4 . See image for 

distribution of AHB in California.  

 

The management of the AHB’s range is of 

concern in California. AHB can interfere with other honey bees during 

commercial pollination5.  Many regions of California are densely populated, and 

the overt aggressive behavior of this subspecies is a public health threat6. 

 

2 (IPBES, 2016) 

3 (DWV; Boecking and Genersch, 2008). 

4 (Lin et al, 2018) 

5 (Rinderer et al, 1992) 

6 (Schumacher & Egen, 1995) 

Figure 7: Current distribution of AHB in California. 

From Lin et. al 2018.  
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Chapter 4:  Centralized Tracking & Online Revenue  

BeeWhere System:  
BeeWhere is an innovative mapping, registration, and notification tool that brings 

beekeepers and pesticide applicators together to safeguard hive locations 

across California.  Prior to BeeWhere, CACs were using manual methods to 

identify apiary locations and determine distance from pesticide sprays. In 2019, 

CACASA, in partnership with the Program and the Department of Pesticide 

Regulation, introduced a new online registration tool called BeeWhere.  The 

BeeWhere program has thus far been able to identify and track the locations of 

over 1.4 million colonies in California.  The BeeWhere website allows beekeepers 

to register and identify the number of hives and location online, required by Food 

and Agricultural Code Section 29040.  The intent is to increase protection of 

pollinators by fostering communication between stakeholders in the field while 

plants are blooming.  BeeWhere is utilized by the CACs and is a mechanism for 

pest control advisors, growers, and applicators to perform Bee Checks to help 

ensure beekeepers are notified about nearby pesticide sprays to blossoming 

plants. A Bee Check is an online query that allows licensed Pest Control Advisor 

(PCA), pesticide applicators, and growers that employ them to obtain the 

contact information of beekeepers and the number and location of hives in a 

one-mile radius of the potential pesticide application site.   

 

Figure 8:  BeeWhere View Example.  Source: 

https://beewhere.calagpermits.org/ Prior to BeeWhere CAC were using 

thumbtack maps and measuring tape to identify apiary locations and 

determine distance from pesticide sprays, up through 2018. 
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The Program is consulting with CAC to utilize BeeWhere as a collection tool for the 

registration fee and out-of-state hive fee.  Per the current contractor, the estimate 

for the coding interface to add online payment capabilities to BeeWhere is 

$20,000-$30,000 and will take approximately three months to complete. 

Additionally, the programing needed to allow counties to remit payments via 

BeeWhere is approximately $10,000-$15,000 and will take approximately six 

additional months to complete.  

Program Modifications 
When the Program started, a small cohort of inspectors with apiary knowledge 

was formed to help educate inspectors across the state. Since then, a couple of 

these original inspectors have retired. Across the state, only a handful of CACs 

had any apiary inspectors. Most counties had no apiary knowledge or 

equipment. Many of these counties had to hire inspectors, then train them to 

perform the specialized apiary related work. 

In addition, since there had not been an apiary program for decades, not only 

did the CACs need to be educated, but so did the beekeepers. Many 

beekeepers were unaware of important regulations and the steps they need to 

take in order to be in compliance with state law.  

Since the Program is now established, many of the CAC costs can be reduced. 

The CACs do not require as much training, program development, or equipment 

and supplies. Further, less outreach is required to educate the beekeepers.  

Addressing safe forage for pollinators including honey bees is better served 

through CDFA grant programs and creative partnerships such as the California 

Pollinator Coalition. The California Pollinator Coalition 7  is led by the CDFA, 

Pollinator Partnership, and the Almond Board of America. It contains a diverse 

group of agricultural and environmental organizations with the shared goal of 

providing enhanced habitat for pollinators. The group has pledged to increase 

pollinator habitat on working lands, promote pollinator research, and track 

progress towards healthy, abundant habitats.  

 

 

7 https://plantingseedsblog.cdfa.ca.gov/wordpress/?p=22609  
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Conclusion 
The Program provides numerous benefits to the state and counties to assist in 

protecting bee colonies from significant pervasive threats. The Program works to 

increase nutritional opportunities for bees, decrease exposure of bees to harmful 

pesticides, decrease pest pressure within hives, and enforce laws intended to 

alleviate theft of apiaries and apiary equipment. Numerous California crops such 

as almonds, avocados, apples, and cherries benefit from the increased yields as 

a result of the pollination services beekeepers provide. Protecting honey bees 

also helps to preserve other pollinators and thus contributes to safeguarding 

California’s agriculture and biodiversity. The proposed fee options herein are not 

mutually exclusive and a combination of them could be utilized to fund the 

Program. CDFA is committed to working with all the stakeholders and the 

legislature to identify a solution to support a healthy and sustainable honey bee 

industry. 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

 

CAC County Agricultural Commissioners 

CDFA California Department of Food and 

Agriculture 

PCA Pest Control Adviser 

CACASA County Agricultural Commissioner’s and 

Sealers Association 

AHB Africanized honey bees 

USDA U.S. Department of Food and Agriculture 

 

 


